Right upper lobe 'window' in right main bronchus stenting.
Stent insertion for bronchial stenosis has become common practice in lung transplantation and advanced lung malignancy, and for external compression of the airways for other reasons. Right main bronchus stenting may require blocking the right upper lobe by the stent, placing the patient at risk of recurrent pneumonia and atelectasis. In this study, three patients after insertion of a metal stent to the right main bronchus are described. In all cases, the right upper lobe was covered by the stent, and a laser (Nd:YAG) procedure was used to open a 'window' in the stent toward the right upper lobe with a follow-up of 1 year. We conclude that stent insertion to the right main bronchus may be followed by a laser therapy to open a 'window' toward the right upper lobe.